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Houston Parks 
and Recreation 
Department

• Started in 1916 with two parks

• Over 380 parks

• Over 26,000 acres of land



Natural Resources 
Division

• Created in 2014

• Oversee natural areas in city parks

• Water features
 

• Wildlife 

• Prairie and riparian restoration

• Nature Preserve Ordinance

Natural Area Inventory



Riparian Restoration 
Initiative
• Creation or enhancement of 

forested riparian buffers in all 
parks adjacent to waterways

• Over 70 parks and 1,000 acres of 
restoration. 25 currently ongoing 
or complete.

• Began in 2017 with Milby Park

• Included in the Resilient Houston 
Plan





CreationEnhancement



White Oak Parkway Native 
Habitat Restoration and 
Outreach 
Public Participation and Education Subcommittee (2017) - $45,000

Partners – Student Conservation Association, Houston Audubon







• Invasive Species Removal 
• Elephant Ear 

• White Mulberry 

• Air potato Vine 

• Bamboo

• Tree Planting 

• Pop-up birding station, volunteer events, education







Blackhawk Park Habitat 
Restoration Project
Public Participation and Education Subcommittee (2018) - $53,600

Natural Resources Uses Subcommittee (2022) - $50,000

Partners – Student Conservation Association



Prairie Sites



1944 2017



Seed Bank

iNaturalist Observation © Jed Aplaca

iNaturalist Observation © brocknedland



Phases







January 2024





Sylvan Rodriguez Habitat 
Restoration Project
Natural Resources Uses Subcommittee (2021) - $100,000

Natural Resources Uses Subcommittee (2022) - $75,300

Partners – Student Conservation Association



Prairie Sites



1944 2017





Phase 1 



Phase 2 and 4 



Phase 3
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Seed Bank 

Clematis Snow on the Prairie Gaura

Agalinis Hooker's eryngo Green Milkweed

Rhynchospora Blue Waterleaf Meadow Pink

97 native species that were not planted

Hirsute Sedge



Prescribed Fire



After One Week



After Two Months



Park Improvements



Volunteer 
Engagement

• Over 15,000 plants installed 

• Monthly volunteer group
• 2nd Wednesdays



Townwood Park Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure
Water and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (2022) - $80,000



Swale

Drain

Sims Bayou





Vegetated Swale

Bioswale











HPARD Water Management 
Plan
Water and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (2022) - $50,000



Methods

• Analyze water meter reports 

• Departmental information gathering

• Create new SOP’s 
• Pesticides 

• Fertilizer 

• Irrigation and watering 





NaturalResources@HoustonTX.gov


	Slide 1: City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department
	Slide 2: Houston Parks and Recreation Department
	Slide 3: Natural Resources Division
	Slide 4: Riparian Restoration Initiative
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: White Oak Parkway Native Habitat Restoration and Outreach 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Blackhawk Park Habitat Restoration Project
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: 1944
	Slide 16: Seed Bank
	Slide 17: Phases
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Sylvan Rodriguez Habitat Restoration Project
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Phase 1 
	Slide 27: Phase 2 and 4 
	Slide 28: Phase 3
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: Seed Bank 
	Slide 32: Prescribed Fire
	Slide 33: After One Week
	Slide 34: After Two Months
	Slide 35: Park Improvements
	Slide 36: Volunteer Engagement
	Slide 37: Townwood Park Green Stormwater Infrastructure
	Slide 38: Swale
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Vegetated Swale
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: HPARD Water Management Plan
	Slide 46: Methods
	Slide 47
	Slide 48

