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Talk Overview:

• Brief introduction to Galveston and Vision Galveston
• Discussion of Vision Galveston Initiatives and Projects

• Green Galveston and Incubate Galveston
• Takeaways and final thoughts



A little bit about Galveston

• Barrier island community of 50k people
• Deep rooted culture and history
• Issues facing Galveston: 

• Housing and development
• Air and water pollution
• Hurricanes, flooding and sea level rise
• Loss of habitat and associated impacts (e.g. heat)
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Vision Galveston Overview

• Community-driven visioning 
project

• Inspired by efforts in places like 
Cincinnati and Detroit

• Making Galveston the best 
place to live, work, visit, and 
raise a family

Photos: Vision Galveston
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Vision Galveston Overview

• 78 Recommendations
• Currently have 5 Initiatives

• Build Galveston
• Measure Galveston
• Engage Galveston
• Incubate Galveston
• Green Galveston

• Holistic view of community development



Green Galveston Initiatives
1. Right to Green: All Galvestonians have a right to the recreational, 
restorative, and social opportunities of high-quality parks and natural 
areas.
2. Green that Promotes Health: Galveston’s parks and open space 
should support the physical and mental health of the island’s 
residents.
3. Green that Supports the Local Ecology: Galveston’s parks and 
open space should respond to and support the local ecological, 
and environmental conditions of the island.
4. Green that Supports the Local Economy: Galveston's parks and 
open space should support local economic growth and 
development across the island.
5. Green that is Connected: Galveston’s parks and open space 
should be accessible for cyclists, pedestrians, residents utilizing public 
transportation, and through waterways.
6. Green that is Activated & Authentic: Galveston’s parks and open 
space should include programming and placemaking that reflect 
the cultures and histories of the Island.
7. Green that is Educational & Promotes Stewardship: Galveston’s 
parks and open space should provide immersive educational 
opportunities for residents that also support stewardship.





Phase 1 – Planning Grant 
Project

6-month project ends 
5/30/23

Primary goal - engage 
community stakeholders to co-
develop a full Phase 2 Design 

grant proposal







Potential Solutions
• Diversified Tree Canopy 
• Rainwater Harvesting 

Cisterns
• Native Rain 

Gardens/Landscapes
• Community Garden + 

NBS/murals/edible trail 
(native)



Jones Park Redesign
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Jones Park Redesign



Typical models:



Creating a sense of place and 
familiarity in NYC: Sewer in a Suitcase
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Bioswale in a Bag
• Portable model of a bioswale in a Galveston community/ 

neighborhood
• Create K-12 and informal outreach curriculum
• Hold workshops and distribute to schools, CBOs, other 

organizations



Incubate Galveston











E RH
uplift



Takeaways and final thoughts
• The most impactful projects are those that involve the 

community
• The work we do isn’t just about the environment
• “Green” is holistic and includes people’s social, 

emotional and economic well-being

candy@visiongalveston.com
anna@visiongalveston.com
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