
Stopping Plastics 
Along Shorelines 

(SPLASh)
In Houston’s Bayous and Beyond

Photo by Trey Morris



SPLASh Team

Anna Deichmann
Gulf Coast Program Director
American Bird Conservancy

Chloe Dannenfelser
Outreach Coordinator

American Bird Conservancy

Liz Virgl
Education Specialist

American Bird Conservancy

Celeste Silling
Education & Outreach Director
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

Kiara Carrasco
Conservation Fellow

American Bird Conservancy

Kayla Pringle
Education Assistant

Gulf Coast Bird Observatory



Mission 
SPLASh is creating a cleaner 
environment for people, birds, 
and other wildlife in the greater 
Houston -Galveston region 
through community science, 
education, and outreach.



Project Summary

“In partnership with Houston Parks & Recreation Department, the SPLASh 
program will target Region 4 students, City of Houston communities, and 
the greater Houston -Galveston region in order to mitigate the trash and 
plastic pollution problems that threaten the health of humans and wildlife in 
the greater Galveston Bay Watershed. Through community outreach, 
educational programming, and trash clean -up events focused in the City of 
Houston, the project’s goal is to foster a sense of stewardship and 
community pride in City of Houston residents and decrease the amount of 
trash and plastic pollution in Houston waterways which in turn will decrease 
the amount of pollution in the Greater Galveston Bay watershed.”



Goals and Objectives

• Remove 3,750 pounds  of tra s h

• Hos t 18 Bayou Cle anup e ve nts

• Organize  3 la rge  s c a le  annua l Bayou Cle anups

• Re ac h 3,000 pe ople  through volunte e r and  outre ac h 

opportunitie s

• De live r 30 e duc a tiona l programs  to  Re g ion 4  K- 12 s tude nts

• De live r 15 e duc a tiona l programs  to  Title  I s c hools

• Engage  3,000 s tude nts

• Colle c t >300 be haviora l c hange  a s s e s s me nts  from s tude nts



Bayou Cleanups
As of April 2025…
• 12 Cleanup events 
• 3,374.95 pounds of trash removed from Houston bayous



Accomplishments

• Partnership with The Health Museum resulting 
in SPLASh’s bayou cleanup efforts being 
included in their Reclaimed Creations exhibit

• Recognition by Houston Zoo at the Texas 
Association of Zoo and Aquarium Educators 
Conference for our Bird Saving Actions



Spook - a - C lean

• Spook -a-Clean 2024 was a huge success!
• 103 community members came out and removed 453 pounds of 

trash



Education

• 2,983 students and youth from 37 schools educated with the support of 
GBEP &BIL

• 16 cleanups and 31 classroom lessons



Accomplishments

• Partnership with Houston Zoo and National Wildlife 
Federation for field experiences where students 
where taught about local wildlife, data collection 
techniques, wildlife saving actions, and 
environmental stewardship

• Provided professional development workshops with 
Children's Environmental Literacy Foundation and 
University of Houston Clear Lake to train teachers on 
data collection techniques and outdoor learning

“W e ar e  so lu cky  to h ave b een  ab le  to p ar tic ip a te  
in  th is  fr ee  p r ogr am . It is  r a r e  to fin d  an  
or gan iza tion  th a t w ill p r ovid e th is  for  fr ee  an d  
even  go as  fa r  as  to p r ovid e u s  w ith  m ater ia ls  for  
th e  c lass r oom  p or tion .” – Dick in son  H igh  Sch ool 
E d u ca tor

“T h e tr ash  c lean u p  is  w h at 
s tu d en ts  en joyed  th e m os t. T h ey  
w ish  th ey  h ad  m or e tim e to p ick  
u p  tr ash .” - P r esb y ter ian  Sch ool 
E d u ca tor



Beach Sign Art Contest

For the past two years GBEP has supported our Beach Sign Art 
Contest where 1,041 youth from 21 schools submitted designs to 
encourage beach goers to take care of our coastlines and wildlife 



Project Status
• 3,374.95 pounds of trash removed from Houston bayous
• 12 cleanup events 

• 2,995 people reached through outreach and volunteer events

• 2,983 students and youth educated

• 37 schools

• 16 school cleanup field trips and 31 classroom lessons

• 291 student behavior change surveys



Next steps

• Working on Spook -a-Clean 2025!
• Continuing to work with new schools and educators to teach 

students about plastic pollution and its affect on the Galveston 
Bay Watershed

• Finding new locations for bayou cleanups and new partners



abcbirds.org

T h a n k  y ou !

Chloe  Danne nfe ls e r
CDanne nfe ls e r@abc birds .org
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