
Texas
Envirothon

A Model for 
Collaborative 
Learning & 
Community 
Engagement

Take the Natural Challenge



What  is  the  Texas Envirothon?
An e nvironm e nt a l e d uc a t ion p rogram  d e s igne d  t o e nhanc e  a  

s t ud e nt ’s  p rob le m  solving and  c rit ic a l t hinking skills .

To d e ve lop  knowle d ge ab le , skille d  and  d e d ic a t e d  c it ize ns  who a re  
willing t o work t oward  ac hie ving and  m aint a ining a  na t ura l b a lanc e  

b e t we e n t he  q ua lit y of life  and  t he  q ua lit y of t he  e nvironm e nt .

Our Mission



Stude nts  c onne c t  as  a  Te am  through 
share d  e nvironm e nta l  top ic s

• Build s  t e am  p rob le m  solving skills
• Enc ourage s  c ollab ora t ive  re se arc h

• Te am s  re se arc h e vid e nc e - b ase d  d e c is ion m aking
• Prom p t s  t e am s  t o s t ud y na t ura l re sourc e s  in t he ir own 

c om m unit ie s . 



Are as  of 
Study

 Aq uat ic  Ec ology
 Fore s t ry
 Soil and  Land  Use
 Wild life
 Curre nt  Is sue
 Oral Pre se nt a t ion



Com m unity e xpe rt ise  as  a  c ore  part  of 
the  Envirothon le arning m ode l.

Loc a l and  s t a t e  na t ura l re sourc e  p rofe s s iona ls  s e rve  as  
p re se nt e rs , t e s t  writ e rs  and  grad e rs , a s  we ll a s  jud ge s  for t he  ora l 

p re se nt a t ions . 

St a t e  p arks , unive rs it ie s , loc a l c om p anie s  and  e nvironm e nt a l 
organiza t ions  oft e n p rovid e  s it e  ac c e s s , le t t ing s t ud e nt  e xp lore  

aut he nt ic  e c ologic a l sys t e m s

Volunt e e rs  from  unive rs it y, s t a t e  age nc ie s , and  nonp rofit s  
c ont rib ut e  sp e c ia lize d  knowle d ge  he lp ing s t ud e nt  s e e  t he  

c onne c t ion of s c ie nc e , p olic y and  c om m unit y p lanning. 



Tra ining
• Workshop s

• Fall and  wint e r in 
Hous ton a re a

• St ip e nd s  for 
t e ac he rs

• Stud e nt  s e m inars  
d uring c om p e t it ion

• Online  s tud y guid e



Envirothon 
Advisors
Com m unity

• Envirothon c re a t e s  
a  ne twork of 
s t a t e wid e   
e d uc a tors  who 
share  e xp e rie nc e s  
and  le s son 
s t ra t e gie s .   

• Ad visors  
p art ic ip a t e  in t he  
fie ld  t e s t  and  
Envirothon t e ac he r  
workshop s .  



Cre a te s  a  ne twork of e duc a tors  who 
share  c urric ula , fie ld  ac t ivit ie s , and  

ins t ruc t iona l s t ra te gie s . 



 Re gis t ra t ion is  $20 0 / t e am
 Re gis t ra t ion inc lud e s  on- line  s t ud y m at e ria ls , 

t - shirt , and  award s  lunc he on  
 Sc hools  p ay t he ir own t e am  re gis t ra t ion, t rave l and  

hot e l c os t s
 Ne w t his  ye ar!  Thanks  t o TCEQ/ GBEP grant  we  will 

offe r Te ac he r s t ip e nd s  t o a t t e nd  b ot h t he  in- p e rson 
and  on- line  Envirot hon workshop s .  

 The  in- p e rson workshop  will b e  on De c e m b e r 6 , 20 25  
in Hous t on a re a , and  J anuary/ Fe b ruary TBD will b e  on-
line .  

 St ud y Mat e ria ls  a re  a lso ava ilab le  t hrough t his  grant .

Cost



25th 
Annive rsary 
Com p e t it ion

Ste p he n F Aus t in 
Nac ogd oc he s  

Marc h 28- 30 , 20 26



Sp onsors  
and
Partne rs

Galve s ton Bay Es tuary Program  (20 26 )

Ce nte rPoint  Ene rgy

Cle ar Lake  Chap te r of t he  Nat ive  Plant  Soc ie ty of Te xas

Montgom e ry County Soil and  Wate r Conse rva t ion Dis t ric t

Te xas  Assoc ia t ion of Environm e nta l Profe s s iona ls

Coas t a l Pla ins  Soil and  Wate r Conse rva t ion Dis t ric t

Harris  County Soil and  Wate r Conse rva t ion Dis t ric t

Te xas  Sta t e  Soil and  Wate r Conse rva t ion Board

Eas tm an

Long Ac re s  Ranc h

Nat iona l Assoc ia t ion of 
Conse rva t ion Dis t ric t s

Natura l Re sourc e s  
Conse rva t ion Se rvic e

Ste p he n F. Aus t in Sta t e  
Unive rs ity

Te xas  A&M Fore s t  Se rvic e

Te xas  Assoc ia t ion for 
Environm e nta l Ed uc a t ion

Te xas  Mas te r Natura lis t

Te xas  Parks  and  Wild life  
De p artm e nt

The  Jam e s  B Harrison 
Found at ion

Unive rs ity of Hous ton- Cle ar 
Lake



Thank
You.

UHCL. EDU/ TEXAS- ENVI ROTHON

For m ore  inform at ion, re ac h out  t o:
We nd y Re is t le , EE Program  Coord ina tor

Re is t le @uhc l.e d u
281- 283- 30 45



Wings of Discovery
Teaching STEAM through Birds and Nature Journaling

• Wendy Reistle & Rowena McDermid
• University of Houston-Clear Lake
• Environmental Institute of Houston
• reistle@uhcl.edu
• mcdermid@uhcl.edu

mailto:reistle@uhcl.edu
mailto:reistle@uhcl.edu
mailto:mcdermid@uhcl.edu
mailto:mcdermid@uhcl.edu


Middle School Teachers

3 Days | Summer 2027

Workshop including birds, 
birdwatching, nature journaling, 
and tree planting

GBF facility in Kemah, Exploration 
Green, Brazos Bend State Park…

Community involvement in 
the environment

Program Summary



Priorities and Outcomes

• Community engagement and 
involvement with schools, 
students, teachers, volunteers, 
and parents

• Environmental stewardship
• Environmental education
• Create a sustainable future



Youth Birding 

• Every third Saturday of the 
month

• Children aged 7-13
• Visit local birding hot spots
• Great for beginners interested 

in birds and birding
• TPWD
• Great Birding Classic



The Great Texas Birding 
Classic
• Mission Statement

• To increase appreciation, 
understanding, and conservation of 
birds through education, recreation, 
nature tourism, and conservation 
fundraising.

• Many tournament categories
• Another way for community to be 

involved

Hawkwards 2024

Junior Hawks 2024



TPWD: Birding 
Classic Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT7Odf7VosA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT7Odf7VosA


Conclusion

• “If they care about birds, 
then they will care about 
the habitat and they will 
care about the 
environment. And I’m 
hoping that will make them 
environmentalists for life.”

• Educate and involve the 
next generation for their 
future



Debbie Bush
Environmental Institute of Houston
University of Houston-Clear Lake

State of the Bay Symposium, Galveston
February 25, 2026

Media Partnerships to
Facilitate Collaboration and 
Public Engagement



AGENDA

• About the Project
• Media Campaign
• 7 Initiatives



KPRC 
Community 
Outreach

• bring awareness of 
Galveston Bay 
area-based 
conservation 
programs to 
communities 
through TV and 
digital media



• White Oak Bayou Riparian Restoration
• Trash Bash
• Oyster Shell Recycling
• Coastal Heritage Preserve
• Give Water A Break
• Stopping Plastics and Litter Along Shorelines
• Targeted Microplastics Monitoring

SEVEN Initiatives



Media Campaign

Digital Assets



Digital 
Banners

• educate and 
engage Houston 
and surrounding 
areas on the 
importance of 
protecting and 
sustaining living 
resources
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