
Results: Relative Abundance
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Results : Historical Accumulation
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Historical Sediment: Significance of Matagorda Bay
Colorado Discharge

Before 1900s – East 
Matagorda Bay was 
a free-flowing 
extension.   

1920s – Flooding 
and drainage issues 
precipitated a 
massive dredging 
campaign, which 
failed. 

1934 – Local 
residents decided to 
change the course 
into the Gulf of 
Mexico – Created 
East Matagorda Bay

1991 – USACE  
divert the Colorado 
River back into 
Matagorda Bay 
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Formosa “Spill”: Ongoing leakage since at least 2010 

Sediment: Significance of Matagorda Bay Study Location
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