 MONITORING AND RESEARCH (M&R) SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
THE GALVESTON BAY COUNCIL (GBC)
GALVESTON BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM (GBEP)

AGENDA
September 09, 2026
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
9:30	Call to Order, Introductions

9:35	Approval of Minutes: Subcommittee review/approval of 06/10/26 minutes 

New Business

9:40	Project Presentations for GBEP Fiscal Year 2028 Funding

	
	Project 
	Lead Implementer

	9:40
	1. Connecting Galveston Bay Communities to Conservation Through Birds and Stewardship
	American Bird Conservancy

	9:47
	2. Avian Bioacoustic Assessment Across Armand Bayou Nature Center
	Armand Bayou Nature Center

	9:54
	3. Galveston Bay Monitoring and Research Project Database: Spatial and Metric Visualization for M&R
	Houston Advanced Research Center

	10:01

	4. Development of a Comprehensive and Updated Regional Wetlands Database, Economic Valuation of Ecosystem Services, and Wetland Cover Forecasting
	Houston-Galveston Area Council

	10:08
	5. Eastern Black Rail genomics and acoustic density assessment in the Galveston Bay watershed
	Texas A&M University

	10:15
	6. A Coast of Thorns and Roses: Autonomous Detection and Treatment of Invasive Macartney Rose in the Coastal Prairies of the Lower Galveston Bay Watershed
	Texas A&M University at Galveston

	10:22
	7. Building a Baseline for Sandy Beach Ecosystem Health: Monitoring the Ecological Effects of Beach Nourishment and Contaminant Exposure in Galveston Bay1
	Texas A&M University at Galveston

	10:29
	8. Integrated monitoring of oyster larvae and environmental factors in Galveston Bay combining net-tow sampling and eDNA approaches
	Texas A&M University at Galveston

	10:37
	9. Mapping Green Sea Turtle Foraging Using Galveston Bay Estuary System Isoscapes
	Texas A&M University at Galveston

	10:44
	10. Design and Performance Metrics Decision Support for Green Infrastructure and Living Shorelines for Coastal Resilience
	University of Houston

	10:51
	11. Expanded Evaluation of Micro- and Nanoplastic Pollution through Emerging Methods
	University of Houston-Clear Lake

	10:58
	12. Post-Restoration Terrapin Nesting Habitat Surveys at Galveston Island State Park
	University of Houston-Clear Lake

	11:05
	13. A Gap-Free, Multi-Parameter Water Quality Observatory for Galveston Bay Using Satellite Remote Sensing and AI
	University of Texas at Arlington

	11:12
	14. Informing contact recreation safety: linking salinity and temperature to fecal indicator organism, enteric virus, and Vibrio vulnificus occurrence in Galveston Bay
	University of Texas El Paso

	11:19
	15. Assessing PFAS Occurrence in Galveston Bay Dolphins
	Texas A&M University

	11:26
	16. Assessing Emerging Contaminants in Game Waterfowl and their Habitats1
	Texas A&M AgriLife Research

	11:33
	17. Assessment of legacy and emerging contaminants in sediment, water, and biota within Galveston Bay to inform science-based decision making for at-risk species and human health.1
	Texas State University


1 A revised version of this proposal was submitted to GBEP

11:45	Ranking Guidelines 

11:55	Project Updates (virtual) 

11:55	GBEP, Council, and Subcommittee Updates 
· WSQ subcommittee meeting: Wednesday, September 09, 2026, 1:00 p.m.– 3:30 p.m.
· B&P meeting: Wednesday, September 30, 2026, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
· GBC meeting: Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 9:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
· M&R subcommittee meeting: December 09, 2026

11:55   Announcements/ Path Forward Items: (if time allows)  

Adjourn

