
MONITORING AND RESEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE
GALVESTON BAY COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 09, 2026
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Subcommittee Chair: George Guillen, Environmental Institute of Houston-University of Houston Clear Lake (EIH-UHCL)
Subcommittee Vice Chair: Mike Lee, United States Geological Survey (USGS)  
GBEP Representative: Jenelle Estrada
Call to Order, Introductions (Via Microsoft Teams)
Attendees: Ruaa Al Mezrakchi (UHCL), Anna Armitage (TAMUG), Sarah Belles (ABC), Jennifer Bock (ABNC), Chris Butler (TAMU), Jessie Casillas (HGAC), Guilherme Conte (TAMUG), Jan Culbertson (Citizen), Chloe Dannenfelser (SG), Danielle DeChellis (UHCL), Kevin De Santiago (TWT), Jim Dobberstine (LC), Jessica Dunton (TSU), Vivienne Foroughirad (TAMUG), Mandi Gordon (UHCL), Jacquelyn Grace (TAMU), George Guillen (UHCL), Amanda Hackney (Black Cat GIS), Laurie Hall (USGS), Nicole Hall (TCEQ), Marc Hanke (UH), Jen Irving (HARC), Justin Jenkins (TAMUG), Durga Joshi (HGAC), Lauren Kennedy (UTEP), Erin Kinney (HARC), Hui Liu (TAMUG), Yina Liu (TAMU), Zulimar Lucena (USGS), Chris Marshall (TAMUG), Sandra Metoyer (FofFGB), Vanessa Mintzer (GBF), Asif Mortuza (UHCL), Nova Morales (TAMU), Theresa Morris (TAMUG), Chase Nimee (TPWD), Jenny Oakley (HGAC), Austin Perez (WWGC), Alyssa Quackenbush (GBF), Adnan Rajib (UTA), Thushara Ranatunga (HGAC), Hanadi Rifai (UH), Bill Rodney (TPWD), Laura Ryckman (TCEQ), Morton Sager (ABC), Linda Shead (SC), Michael Shields (TAMU), Megha Shrestha (HGAC), Luke Travis (USGS), Huy Vu (EPA), Lyndsey Ware (AB), Katie Wilson (GCHD), Hope Cole (GBEP), Zoe Gapayao (GBEP), Celina Gauthier Lowry (GBEP), Lindsey Lippert (GBEP), Lisa Marshall (GBEP), Christian Rines (GBEP).
Approval of June 10, 2026 meeting minutes – Motion to approve by George Guillen and a second by Chris Marshall. 
FY 2028 Funding M&R Project Presentations
Presenters had five minutes to present their projects followed by two minutes of questions and discussion
· Connecting Galveston Bay Communities to Conservation Through Birds and Stewardship
· Avian Bioacoustic Assessment Across Armand Bayou Nature Center
· Galveston Bay Monitoring and Research Project Database: Spatial and Metric Visualization for M&R
· Development of a Comprehensive and Updated Regional Wetlands Database, Economic Valuation of Ecosystem Services, and Wetland Cover Forecasting
· Eastern Black Rail genomics and acoustic density assessment in the Galveston Bay watershed
· A Coast of Thorns and Roses: Autonomous Detection and Treatment of Invasive Macartney Rose in the Coastal Prairies of the Lower Galveston Bay Watershed
· Building a Baseline for Sandy Beach Ecosystem Health: Monitoring the Ecological Effects of Beach Nourishment and Contaminant Exposure in Galveston Bay1
· Integrated monitoring of oyster larvae and environmental factors in Galveston Bay combining net-tow sampling and eDNA approaches
· Mapping Green Sea Turtle Foraging Using Galveston Bay Estuary System Isoscapes
· Design and Performance Metrics Decision Support for Green Infrastructure and Living Shorelines for Coastal Resilience
· Expanded Evaluation of Micro- and Nanoplastic Pollution through Emerging Methods
· Post-Restoration Terrapin Nesting Habitat Surveys at Galveston Island State Park
· A Gap-Free, Multi-Parameter Water Quality Observatory for Galveston Bay Using Satellite Remote Sensing and AI
· Informing contact recreation safety: linking salinity and temperature to fecal indicator organism, enteric virus, and Vibrio vulnificus occurrence in Galveston Bay
· Assessing PFAS Occurrence in Galveston Bay Dolphins
· Assessing Emerging Contaminants in Game Waterfowl and their Habitats
· Assessment of legacy and emerging contaminants in sediment, water, and biota within Galveston Bay to inform science-based decision making for at-risk species and human health.

M&R Updated Ranking Guideline and Timeline Overview 
Jenelle Estrada informed the subcommittee that they will receive a ranking sheet by email after the meeting. Organizations eligible to rank have one week to submit their rankings. Each organization has one ranking which they can develop as a group, or they can send them individually to be averaged together by the subcommittee coordinator. A signed Conflict-of-Interest form is required for every member who participates in ranking FY28 projects.
In terms of the subcommittee, an “organization” is defined as an overarching entity, and does not distinguish between divisions, sections or laboratories. Each member organization gets one ranking and must have attended (personally or by proxy) a minimum of two subcommittee meetings in the year prior. 
 	
Announcements/Path Forward Items:
· WSQ Subcommittee meeting: Wednesday, September 09, 2026, 1:30 p.m.– 3:30 p.m.
· B&P Subcommittee meeting: Wednesday, September 30, 2026, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
· GBC meeting: Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 9:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
· M&R 2026 Subcommittee Meetings
· December 09, 2026 (9:30-11:30am)
Adjourn
