

THE GALVESTON BAY COUNCIL
1002 Gemini Street, Suite 214
Houston, TX 77058


October 2, 2026

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences-2025
A.13 Accelerating Earth Solutions (AES)
Attn: Proposal Review Committee
	

Re:  Letter of Support for “Co-Designing Earth-Observation Water-Quality Intelligence for Greater Houston’s Drinking-Water Reservoirs.”

Dear Review Committee,

The Galveston Bay Council, the advisory board for the Galveston Bay Estuary Program (GBEP), supports the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s (H-GAC) proposal, “Co-Designing Earth-Observation Water-Quality Intelligence for Greater Houston’s Drinking-Water Reservoirs” for the AES program. 

The proposed project integrates in situ water quality monitoring with NASA and commercial satellite remote sensing to enhance the spatiotemporal tracking of regional drinking water. Specifically, the framework targets Lake Houston and Lake Conroe, two critical reservoirs supporting the Greater Houston area. This project directly implements several high-priority actions in The Galveston Bay Plan, 2nd Edition (The Plan), the state and federally approved Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan for Galveston Bay (GBEP, 2020). The Plan guides the conservation and restoration of the estuary and is designed to protect and restore the lower Galveston Bay watershed. Specifically, “Co-Designing Earth-Observation Water-Quality Intelligence for Greater Houston’s Drinking-Water Reservoirs” implements the Action Plans Support Watershed-Based Plan Development and Implementation, Conduct Biological Stressor Monitoring, and Conduct Geochemical Stressor Monitoring of The Plan. 

This one-year project establishes the technical foundation for a longer-term effort. Key components include identifying data needs, priorities, and current data practices among Lower Galveston Bay watershed stakeholders. Engaging end users active on the Galveston Bay Council and its subcommittees ensures strong alignment with regional expertise. In parallel, the project will analyze the technical compatibility of remote-sensing data to augment existing water quality monitoring data and support evolving decision-making needs.

Please feel free to contact Vance Darr, Galveston Bay Council Chair, for more information about the Galveston Bay Council at Vance.Darr@kuraray.com. 

Sincerely,	
	



		
Vance Darr,
Chair, Galveston Bay Council

Cc: Elizabeth Fazio Hale, Vice Chair, Galveston Bay Council;
Jenny Oakley, Houston-Galveston Area Council.




